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ALPS Introduces “SKTC Series” Double-Action
TACT Switch™

The Industry’s Smallest Double-Action Type

Munich, Germany, June 02, 2014 — ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPE
GmbH has developed and added to its product lineup the “SKTC
Series” Double-Action TACT Switch™ (IP67-rated), ideal for
embedding in smartphones and other mobile devices.

Smartphones and other mobile devices are becoming
increasingly portable and sophisticated, requiring the electronic
components inside them to be ever more compact while retaining
their functionality.

Reducing the size of a switch or other control device, on the
other hand, can sometimes have an adverse effect on operating
feel and operability. It is a particularly difficult challenge
technically to both reduce the size and retain the functionality of
mobile device components like camera shutter buttons, which
require a two-step press function for focusing and capture.

Recognizing the needs of the market, ALPS has developed the
SKTC Series Double-Action TACT Switch™, the industry’s
smallest. By adding the SKTC Series to its product lineup, ALPS
is responding to diversifying market requirements.

The SKTC Series boasts the industry’s smallest dimensions for a
double-action type of 3.40 x 2.20 x 0.62mm, achieved using
mechanical engineering technology built up by ALPS over the
years. In addition, a new metal contact was developed to
generate an operating feel. By optimizing the shape and material
of the contact using proprietary know-how, ALPS managed to
both reduce size and realize an excellent feel.
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To ensure reliable operation, a projection structure was adopted
for the metal contact. This increases the size of the area for
operating the switch, widening the mounting accuracy tolerance
range. At the same time, it removes the need for projections into
the switch button, thus facilitating integration into end products.

In addition, the projection structure used is an “inner projection.”
This increases projection strength, thereby improving durability.

Features

The industry’s smallest double-action TACT Switch™

1. The industry’s smallest double-action type

2. Realizes both compact size and an excellent operating feel

3. Employs a projection enabling compact size and reliable
operation

Principal Applications
Smartphones, other mobile devices and wearable electronics
Digital cameras and other electronic devices

Specifications

Model SKTC Series
Dimensions (W x D x H) 3.40 x 2.20 x 0.62 mm
Operating force | 1st 0.6 N

2nd 14N
Travel 1st 0.15 mm

Total 0.25 mm
Operating life 70,000 cycles
Rating (max.) 12V DC 50 mA
Contact resistance 500 mQ max.
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For more information on the new the product please visit
http://www.alps.com/products/e/npv_product/140528 SKTC/SKTC E.PDF

ALPS Electric Co., Ltd.

ALPS Electric (Tokyo: 6770) is a leading global manufacturer of high-quality electronic
components for mobile devices, home electronics, vehicles and industrial equipment.
With the philosophy of “Perfecting the Art of Electronics” ALPS Electric supplies over
40,000 different components to about 2,000 companies all over the world. For more in-
formation, visit www.alps.com.

ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPE GmbH, a subsidiary of ALPS Electric Co., Ltd., was estab-
lished in 1979. Since 2013 the European Head Office has been located in Munich and
as such co-ordinates the Sales, Marketing and Product Engineering activities of our
branch offices in Munich, Disseldorf, Paris, Milton Keynes, Gothenburg as well as our
sales office in Milan.

Contact: PR Agency:

ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPE GmbH MEXPERTS AG

Phone.: +49-89-321421-0 Kurt Loeffler / Peter Gramenz
Fax: +49-89-321421-205 Phone.: +49-89-897361-0

Email: info@alps-europe.com Fax: +49-89-87 29 43

Internet: www.alps.com Email: kurt.loeffler@mexperts.de

Internet: www.mexgerts.de
Press Portal: www.presseagentur.com

This news release is available electronically at
http://www.presseagentur.com/alps/en/
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